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blessings for our Nation, the Congress, by joint resolution of February
29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 153), designated September 17 as *‘Citizenship
Day,” and by joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 159), re-
quested the President to proclaim the week beginning September 17
and ending September 23 of each year as “Constitution Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 17, 1997, as Citizen-
ship Day and September 17 through September 23, 1997, as Constitu-
tion Week. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials, as well as
leaders of civic, educational, and religious organizations, to conduct
meaningful ceremonies and programs in our schools, churches, and
other community centers to foster a greater understanding and appre-
ciation of the Constitution and the rights and duties of citizenship.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and twenty-second.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 7023 of September 16, 1997
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Throughout our Nation’s history, the men and women of America’s
Armed Forces have preserved our freedom, protected our security, and
upheld our democratic values. From the battles of the American Revo-
lution through the crucible of two world wars to the challenging peace-
keeping and humanitarian missions of today’s post-Cold War era, our
men and women in uniform have stood proudly in defense of the
United States and in the cause of liberty. In the two centuries since
our Nation's birth, more than a million have paid the price of that lib-
erty with their lives.

Joining the ranks of these heroes are the thousands who have been
held as prisoners of war or whose fate has never been resolved. Many
have been lost in the chaos of battle, the grief of their loss made more
acute for their families and their fellow Americans because of the in-
ability to determine whether they perished or survived. Captive Ameri-
cans, cruelly stripped of their freedom, treated with contempt and bru-
tality, or used as pawns by their captors in a larger political struggle,
have fought long, lonely battles against despair, physical and psycho-
logical torture, and the ultimate fear of being forgotten.

But Americans will never forget those who have borne the indignities
and sufferings of captivity in service to our country, those missing in
action, or those who died as prisoners of war, far from home and fam-
ily. On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we reaffirm our commit-
ment to those still missing and renew our pledge to make every effort
to obtain the answers to their fate. We can do no less for these Amer-
ican heroes and for their families, who have endured such profound
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loss and whose suffering continues as long as their loved ones’ fate re-
mains unknown.

On September 19, 1997, the flag of the National League of Families of
American Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast Asia will be
flown over the White House, the U.S. Capitol, the Departments of
State, Defense, and Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System
Headquarters, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Korean War Veter-
ans Memorial, and national cemeteries across our country. This black
and white banner, symbolizing America’s missing, is a stark and pow-
erful reminder to people around the world that our Nation will keep
faith with those who have served and sacrificed; that we will not rest
until we receive the fullest possible accounting of every American
missing in service to our country.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]J. CLINTON, by virtue of the author-
ity vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim September 19, 1997, as National POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day. I ask all Americans to join me in honoring former American
prisoners of war and those whose fate is still undetermined. I also en-
courage the American people to remember with special sympathy and
concern the courageous families who maintain their steadfast vigil and
who persevere in their search for answers and for the peace that comes
only with certainty. Finally, I call upon State and local officials and
private organizations to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
two hundred and twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7024 of September 19, 1997
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The American economy today is the envy of the world. Since the be-
ginning of my Administration, our economy has created nearly 13 mil-
lion new jobs, unemployment has declined to 4.9 percent, and America
has once again become the world’s leading exporter.

Minority entrepreneurs have played a vital role in this success story.
With their faith in our free enterprise system, their determination to
overcome any barriers to success, their willingness to work long and
hard and to make the most of every opportunity, they epitomize the
American can-do spirit. They create jobs in communities where jobs
are most needed, and they set a powerful example of achievement for
young people seeking to make the most of their lives.

In the years ahead, these minority business men and business women
will become increasingly important to our Nation's competitive edge in
the global economy, which will offer great rewards to those who truly
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